
Legal Services of the Hudson Valley | Summer 2019

ANNUAL REPORT
OFFICES: WHITE PLAINS, YONKERS, MOUNT VERNON, PEEKSKILL, POUGHKEEPSIE, 

KINGSTON, NEWBURGH, GOSHEN, MONTICELLO, SPRING VALLEY

The mission
The mission of Legal Services of the Hudson Valley is to provide  
free, high quality counsel in civil matters for individuals and families who 
cannot afford to pay an attorney when their basic human needs are at stake.

Another Record- 
Setting Evening!P.11Crime Victims Unit

LSHV establishes new program to serve 
victims of crime

Legal Services of the Hudson Valley’s 2019 Equal Access 
to Justice Dinner raises over $550,000 to provide legal 
services to Hudson Valley children and families

P.05
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A Message from our 
CEO
The past half-dozen years have been an 
unprecedented journey for all of us at Legal Services of 
the Hudson Valley (LSHV), characterized by significant 
growth and impact. We’ve gone from an $11.3 million 
organization employing 89 staff members in 2013, to a 
$17.6 million organization employing 145 staff members, 
including 90 attorneys and 30 paralegals, in 2018. 

Over the past year, we opened a new office in Goshen in Orange County, and more than 
doubled the size of our Peekskill office in Northern Westchester. 

We launched new programs such as our Victims Assistance Program, a $6.5 million grant 
over five years through the NYS Office of Victim Services to enable us to assist crime 
victims with civil legal matters, and our Yonkers Right to Counsel Project in collaboration 
with Westchester County whereby LSHV provides legal assistance to a cohort of low-
income Yonkers residents who are at risk of becoming homeless.

All of this growth has been in direct response to the burgeoning needs throughout 
the Hudson Valley. In fact, last year across the seven counties we serve -- Westchester, 
Putnam, Rockland, Dutchess, Orange, Ulster, and Sullivan -- we handled more than 
15,000 cases impacting over 35,000 household members! 70% of our clients were 
women and 40% of those impacted were children. 

It’s a daunting responsibility being the only provider of free, comprehensive civil legal 
services to children and families living in the Hudson Valley who cannot afford an 
attorney when their basic human needs are at stake. 

Our nation was built upon the notion of “Justice for All,” but in civil matters, there is 
no right to counsel. As a result, many low-income Americans face their legal disputes 
without an attorney advocating for their best interest. According to “The Justice Gap: 
Measuring the Unmet Civil Legal Needs of Low-income Americans” published by the 
Legal Services Corporation in June of 2017, an estimated 1.8 million people appeared in 
the New York State courts without a lawyer in 2015. Furthermore, according to the same 
study, 71% of low-income households have experienced at least one civil legal problem 
in the past year. How can marginalized, disadvantaged children and families find justice 
navigating the legal system without an advocate fighting for their rights? 

So, as you read this Annual Report to the Community, we encourage you to get more 
involved. Whether you make a contribution, volunteer as a Pro Bono attorney, help us 
raise money at a future event, share our content on social media, or simply tell a friend 
or two about the important work that we’re doing, you will be helping us to make a 
difference right here in the communities where we live and work. 

Because, it’s only together that we can ensure Equal Access to Justice for all regardless of 
ability to pay. 

Sincerely, 

      

Barbara Finkelstein, Esq. 
Chief Executive Officer
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Amanda’s Story

In the 3-month gap between her public 
assistance payments and her lost income, 
Amanda was unable to pay her portion of 
the rent. She owed a balance of under $500 
to the landlord. Six months later, Amanda 
returned home from a trip to visit her sick 
father and found a 10-day notice taped to 
the door of her apartment. 

At that point, she turned to LSHV for help. 
Amanda felt that she could repay the 
outstanding rent balance if her landlord 
would agree to a repayment plan. They 
agreed in court to three small payments of 
$163.90. However, due to a simple error, 
she accidentally paid $160 instead of the 
full $163.90 when the first payment was 
due. Her attorney received an email from 
the landlord’s attorney stating that the 
payment was late and that it was not in the 
correct amount. Amanda attempted to pay 
the landlord the remaining balance of the 
payment but was refused, and the landlord 
initiated eviction proceedings against her, 
which would also terminate her HUD-
subsidized tenancy. 

Amanda’s attorney filed an Order to Show 
cause and represented her at the ensuing 
hearing, where he argued that Amanda’s 
breach of the repayment agreement was de 
minimus (very minor) and did not warrant 
eviction. The judge ruled in the landlord’s 
favor, despite there being no evidence that 
the payment was late and that the amount 
owed was so minor. Amanda’s attorney 
appealed the decision and her eviction was 
temporarily delayed, under the condition 
that she stayed current with her rent, 

which she was able to do. At the appeal 
hearing, the judge ruled in Amanda’s favor 
– finding that her default was not willful, 
she attempted to satisfy the underpayment, 
the landlord refused to accept any further 
payments from the tenant, and the landlord 
failed to allege any harm. The judge also 
found that the landlord had failed to follow 
proper procedure in moving to evict, and 
this should have disqualified the lower 
court judge from ruling in the landlord’s 
favor. 

Thanks to LSHV’s 
representation, Amanda’s 
eviction over $3.90 was 
prevented, and she was able 
to remain in her home. 

* Name has been changed

Amanda is a single 
mother living in 
protected Section 8 
housing, who works 
and receives public 
assistance towards 
her rent. Amanda was 
notified that her public 
assistance would stop, 
and she reported this to 
her landlord. She also 
filed to renew her public 
assistance. A few months 
later, Amanda lost  
her job.
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2018 
By the Numbers

approximately

540,856
Hudson Valley residents  
eligible for our assistance

15,285
cases handled

70%
13,846

children

4,238
seniors

35,268
individuals impacted 

in all households served

including

12,122
clients served, including

1,849 
domestic violence survivors

5,442
persons with disabilities

145
staff members including

including

90 attorneys

and

30 paralegals

in 10 offices across  
the Hudson Valley

of our  
clients are 
women
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Preventing Homelessness  
in Westchester

Westchester’s State Senate delegation, led by Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-
Cousins, secured a $400,000 grant in the state budget to support LSHV’s housing services. 
The funding will allow LSHV to hire attorneys in each of its four Westchester County offices 
to provide free legal representation in housing and eviction cases. The new project will  
go a long way toward addressing the growing housing and homelessness crisis in 
Westchester. Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins and Senator Shelley Mayer announced  
the funding during a press conference at LSHV’s headquarters in White Plains.

Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins said, “I am proud that the Senate Majority 
was able to secure $400,000 for Legal Services of the Hudson Valley through the State 
Budget. This funding for Legal Services of the Hudson Valley will be crucial in assisting 
thousands of Westchester families and will help restart their Kinship Caregiver Advocacy 
Program. The Westchester delegation within the Senate Democratic Majority worked 
tirelessly for our constituents and local organizations throughout the budget process,  
and the results are clear.”

When expensive housing 
markets intersect with low-
income populations, housing 
often becomes the first domino 
to fall for families who are 
living on the edge of poverty. 
There is currently a shortage 
of affordable housing in 
Westchester, and we are seeing 
an increased demand for our 
housing services to prevent 
homelessness for children  
and families.

Thanks to two recent grants,  
we are expanding our services  
to help more families stay in 
their homes.

On April 18th, the Westchester State Senate Delegation announced $400,000 in funding for LSHV to address 
Westchester County’s Housing and Homelessness Crisis. Pictured (L-R) Senator Shelley Mayer, LSHV’s CEO 
Barbara Finkelstein, and Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins.

Yonkers  
City Court

In 2019, the Westchester County Department of Social Services 
granted $200,000 of funding to LSHV to start the Yonkers City Court 
Enhanced Access to Counsel Project. The goal of the Project is to 
represent Yonkers families who are being sued for eviction, with a 
priority on families living in subsidized housing. This Project funds 
a Housing Staff Attorney and part of a Supervising Attorney position 
to provide legal assistance to low-income Yonkers residents who are 
at risk of becoming homeless. 

In the first 5 months of 2019, this Project has handled 64 cases for 235 Yonkers 
residents including 131 children. This project was implemented with the support 
of the Westchester County Department of Social Services and  
Kevin McGuire, Commissioner (pictured above right).
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In 2018, LSHV was awarded 
$6.5 million over five years 
to partner with Victim 
Assistance Programs to help 
crime victims with civil legal 
matters. 
The funding resulted in the creation of ten new attorney positions 
and five new paralegal positions across the agency. Through the 
newly-established Crime Victims Unit, these staff will handle  
cases such as divorce, custody, immigration and financial legal 
matters for victims of crime throughout much of our seven-county 
service area.

Crime victims often encounter legal problems yet are unable to 
secure an attorney to represent them. This could be because 
they can’t afford representation, are unaware of existing services, 
or fear that they will face consequences for going through the 
legal system. While they may seek counseling, shelter, and other 
emergency services from Victim Assistance Programs, they often 
require additional help to resolve their legal issues. This funding is 
an effort to address that gap in services for those who have already 
been victimized by crime.

This funding comes through the federal Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) 
and is administered by the New York State Office of Victim Services 
(OVS). In its first year, $16 million has been awarded to victim 
assistance programs throughout New York State, who will contract 
with attorneys and legal services providers to resolve the legal 
needs of their clients. As a contracted partner with several Victims 
Assistance Programs including Putnam/Northern Westchester 
Women’s Resource Center, Westchester Community 
Opportunity Program, Family Services, Ulster County’s 
Probation Department, Orange County Safe Homes Project, 
and Center for Safety & Change, LSHV will receive approximately 
$1.3 million per year for five years.

LSHV Establishes 
Crime Victims Unit

LSHV and Center for Safety & Change (CSC) partner to assist crime victims in Rockland 
County. Photo (L-R): Back row: LSHV Board Member Paul Adler, Rand Commercial; New 
York State Assemblyman Ken Zebrowski; Amy Siniscalchi, CSC; Middle row: Clarkstown 
Town Councilman Donald Franchino; Clarkstown Town Supervisor George Hoehmann; 
Rachel Halperin, LSHV; Jenny Guzman, CSC; Front row: New York State Senator David 
Carlucci; Elizabeth Santiago, CSC; Sheeba Mathai, LSHV; Sena Kim-Reuter, CSC; Arlene 
Abraham, CSC; Dilcia Suazo, CSC 

LSHV partners with Family Services and Center for Victim Safety and Support in 
Poughkeepsie to provide holistic legal services to crime victims in Dutchess. Photo (L-R): 
Leah Feldman, Center for Victim Safety and Support; Rachel Halperin, LSHV; Elizabeth 
Cronin, NYS Office of Victim Services; Rachel Saunders, LSHV; Kaitlin Rodriques, Family 
Services
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It was with this understanding that LSHV’s 
Veterans and Military Families Advocacy 
Project (VMFAP) was created in 2012. 
The goal of the Project is to provide free 
legal advice and direct representation to 
veterans and their family members in civil 
(non-criminal) legal matters. LSHV’s VMFAP 
fosters the successful reintegration of 
Veterans into the community by helping 
them access benefits and services that 
support their basic human needs – 
housing, health, safety, etc. 

In 2019, LSHV expanded our services to 
veterans into Rockland County. This is due 
to a $200,000 grant in the state budget, 
which was secured by New York State 
Senators James Skoufis and Jen Metzger. 
The funding will allow LSHV to continue 
providing free legal representation to 
veterans in Orange County, Sullivan 
County, and now expands those services to 
parts of Rockland County.  

In 2018, LSHV handled 1,061 cases 
for veterans or their family members 
throughout our service area and across 
all practice areas. This included 309 cases 
handled for residents of Orange County, 
57 cases handled for residents of Sullivan 
County, and 42 cases handled for residents 
of Rockland County. These clients were 
served, in part, thanks to ongoing funding 
from the state budget.

“We are grateful to Senator Skoufis and 
Senator Metzger for ensuring that veterans 
in the Hudson Valley can continue to have 
access to legal representation. Thanks to 
the efforts of our State representatives, our 
Veterans and Military Families Advocacy 
Project can continue to provide free legal 
services to those who have served our 
country,” said Barbara Finkelstein, CEO of 
Legal Services of the Hudson Valley. “The 
funds they secured in the state budget will 
protect basic human needs like housing, 
health care access, disability benefits and 
other critical legal matters for more than 
1,000 Hudson Valley veterans.”

“Legal Services of the Hudson Valley goes 
above and beyond to provide necessary 
civil services to our veteran community,” 
said Senator James Skoufis. “I’m thrilled 
that Senator Metzger and I were able to 
successfully secure $200,000 for LSHV’s 
Veterans and Military Advocacy Project.  
No one should ever take legal advantage  
of our veterans and, with this funding, 
LSHV is there to make sure of it.” 

Senator Jen Metzger said, “I am proud 
that Senator Skoufis and I were able to 
successfully secure funding in the state 
budget so that Legal Services of the 
Hudson Valley can continue to serve our 
veterans who have sacrificed so much to 
serve all of us. This funding will ensure 
that veterans and their families in Sullivan 
and Orange counties have access to legal 
services and assistance when they need 
it and honor their contribution to our 
community and our country.”

Veterans often face unique legal problems on their return from duty, and without 
the assistance of a trained attorney, many of them are unable to navigate the legal 
system on their own.

Veterans
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Impact  
Litigation 

In 2018, LSHV and pro bono co-counsel, 
Morrison & Foerster LLP, obtained 
systemic relief benefitting all students 
with disabilities in the Mount Vernon 
School District in settling the claims of 
eight students against the district. The 
suit filed in 2013 alleged the students 
with disabilities were denied a free and 
appropriate public education because of 
systemic deficiencies that the district and 
state officials ignored. The deficiencies 
included not receiving appropriate 
evaluations for services, not being provided 
the services outlined in their special 
education plans, and poor record keeping 
that delayed the processes for receiving the 
appropriate therapy and instruction.

The settlement requires a major 
investment in the education of students 
with disabilities, with supervision and 
assistance from an outside expert monitor. 
Specifically, under the settlement:

•  The district must undertake 
approximately 90 concrete remedial 
actions designed to improve the 
district’s provision of educational 
services to students with disabilities, 
including creating and implementing 
a comprehensive special education 
handbook, providing district-wide 
professional development trainings, and 
implementing a data system that allows 
for real-time monitoring of the district’s 
delivery of special education services.

•  The district must establish baseline 
data on 15 different metrics relating to 
students with disabilities and improve its 
performance on those metrics over the 
next three years. For example, by June 
2021, the district must conduct at least 
95% of its annual CSE (committee on 
special education) meetings on time and 
improve its graduation rate for students 
with disabilities to at least the state-wide 
average. 

Robert Hermann, Counsel to LSHV, 
said, “This comprehensive agreement 
is an important, commendable step by 
the school district to fix specific goals 
and procedures for helping its disabled 
students and to commit itself to sticking 
to them. The incredible amount and 
quality of legal work done by so many 
lawyers at Morrison & Foerster, and the 
firm’s unflagging dedication over the past 
seven years, are what made this forward-
looking settlement possible. It has been a 
rewarding pleasure for all of us at LSHV to 
work side by side with them to affirm the 
rights of so many disabled students who 
will benefit from what was here achieved.”

Because of LSHV’s advocacy on behalf of 
the initial eight student plaintiffs, many 
more students with disabilities who attend 
Mount Vernon City School District schools 
will benefit from increased educational 
services.

In addition to assisting 
our individual clients 
in their legal matters, 
LSHV also engages 
in Impact Litigation 
– cases in which we 
challenge systemic 
violations and injustices 
that affect larger 
groups of clients. Our 
Impact Litigation work 
allows LSHV to effect 
change on a system-
wide scale.
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Diversity,  
Equity & Inclusion

At LSHV, we have continued to focus on  
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DEI) as priorities  
for the agency. 
Over the past year, we have engaged staff and board members in several new and 
ongoing DEI initiatives, which are primarily led and facilitated by members of LSHV’s 
Inclusion Council. Some of these initiatives include: 

For more info, visit  
https://lshv.org/about/diversity-at-lshv/

Education
Members of the Inclusion 
Council distribute educational 
materials related to timely 
topics, such as Black History 
Month in February, Women’s 
History Month in March, and 
Pride Month in June.

Staff Resources
LSHV announced that Sheeba 
Mathai will serve as LSHV’s 
first Chief Diversity Officer, in 
addition to her responsibilities 
as Attorney in Charge of the 
Spring Valley office. As Chief 
Diversity Officer, Sheeba is 
responsible for leading the 
agency’s initiatives around 
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion. 

Infrastructure
Staff volunteers planted a Diversity Garden at our headquarters in 
White Plains.

Staff Engagement
Members of LSHV’s Inclusion Council traveled to all our offices and 
presented a video and then facilitated a discussion about Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion. This exercise engaged staff in difficult conversations, with 
the goal of enlightening staff about the topic and fostering empathy.

Mentorship
The 2nd Class of LSHV’s Mentor Program celebrated their graduation 
on June 4th. 
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Through Patterson Belknap’s partnership 
with LSHV, a team of pro bono attorneys at 
the firm have successfully defended many 
tenants facing eviction and the threat of 
homelessness. Patterson Belknap’s LSHV 
leadership team includes litigation Partner 
Erik Haas and the firm’s Chief People, 
Diversity and Professional Development 
Officer, Michelle Cohen, as well as a 
litigation team that has included over a 
dozen associates.

Alejandro H. Cruz is a litigation Partner 
at Patterson Belknap and is a dedicated 
volunteer for LSHV’s Housing Crisis 
Prevention Project. “This is work that 
matters in people’s lives in ways that are 
all too real because an unfavorable result 
often means that your client—including 
children—will be homeless. That is an 
outcome that stays with families for a long 
time, manifesting in physical health, mental 
health, school outcomes, and instability of 
the family unit. In that way, this is work that 
can have an immediate positive impact for 
a family that needs help now,” says Cruz. 
The simple reality is that “representation 
matters,” says Cruz, which is reiterated by 
the reflections of other members of the pro 
bono team at Patterson Bellknap.

Associate Helen O’Reilly represented a 
client who had never seen a copy of her 
lease before her public housing authority 
threatened to terminate her tenancy. 
O’Reilly’s advocacy, persistence, and 
patience empowered her client in obtaining 
“basic respect and fair treatment.” “I really 
had to fight for my client to ensure a fair 
process,” says O’Reilly, but representation 
“gave her dignity” throughout that process. 
O’Reilly was able to ensure that her client 
was able to remain in her apartment. 

While Associate Nathan Monroe-Yavneh 
said, “The Project highlights how important 
it is that low-income individuals have access 
to counsel in these types of cases. Without 
representation, many of these individuals 
are outmatched during the hearing process 
and cannot effectively defend themselves. 
All that it takes to change that, and to give 
them a fighting chance, is a single attorney. 
These cases are generally not complex 
or sprawling, and do not require a large 
team—but to LSHV’s clients, they mean 
everything.”

Tenant success is significantly greater with 
an advocate (nearly double or more). On 
average, 60% of tenants have a legal basis 
to fight an eviction. Many of LSHV’s clients 
are already working hard to manage a 
paycheck-to-paycheck budget, and others 
are managing more serious personal life 
crises, like job loss, domestic violence, 
lack of familial support, declining health 
and/or disability. This collective stress 
often causes clients to freeze in the face 
of legal proceedings, even when they 
have justifiable defenses or alternative 
resources. Many LSHV clients simply need 
help with the detailed administration 
necessary to maintain their subsidies.

Although New York City adopted the Right 
to Counsel law in 2017 giving low-income 
tenants facing an eviction in housing court 
a right to an attorney, in the Hudson Valley 
– including Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess, 
Ulster, Orange, Sullivan, and Rockland 
Counties – there is no such right to counsel.

In an effort to build upon the project 
launched in collaboration with Patterson 
Belknap, LSHV won a Pro Bono Innovation 
Fund Grant in 2018 from the Legal Services 
Corporation to recruit, train, and cultivate 
pro bono partnerships with new firms. 
This past year, firms including Boies 
Schiller Flexner LLP, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, 
Wharton and Garrison LLP, and Kasowitz 
Benson Torres LLP, have all taken cases, 
while McCabe & Mack LLP is preparing to 
do so. 

LSHV staff attorneys cannot provide 
representation for the thousands of low-
income tenants that enter the legal system 
every year in the Hudson Valley, and private 
counsel for tenants is virtually non-existent, 
especially for those already struggling to 
pay rent. That’s why partners like Patterson 
Belknap and so many others are so 
important… they help fill the justice gap 
and quite literally prevent homelessness for 
children and families. 

Thank you all for your support!

Legal Services of the Hudson Valley Partners with Patterson 
Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP and other firms on Housing Crisis 
Prevention Project

In 2015, Legal Services of the Hudson Valley (LSHV) launched a Housing Crisis 
Prevention Project in partnership with Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP. 
Through this collaboration, Patterson Belknap’s attorneys have been handling, 
on a pro bono basis, an average of 5 to 10 cases a year focusing on preventing 
homelessness for children and families.

Legal Services of the Hudson 
Valley is actively recruiting 
attorneys and firms for the 
Housing Crisis Prevention 
Project. Please contact 
Christopher Oldi at  
coldi@lshv.org or Lee Sauerhoff 
at lsauerhoff@lshv.org or call 
(914) 949-1305 Ext. 145 to join 
the cause. 
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LSHV’s Chief Program Officer  
Rachel Halperin and LSHV’s Chief 
Development Officer Tom Gabriel 

received C-Suite Awards from 
Westchester and Fairfield County 

Business Journals on January 31st. 

Attorney in Charge of LSHV’s Goshen 
office, Sarah Maida, was recognized 
on April 25th by the Women’s Bar 

Association of Orange and Sullivan 
Counties (WBAOSC) as their 2019 

Distinguished Public Interest Attorney 
Member. Pictured (L-R) WBAOSC 

President Maureen Crush, Sarah Maida, 
and Attorney in Charge of LSHV’s 
Newburgh office, Rachel Simons. 

LSHV received a $50,000 grant from 
the Field Hall Foundation in support of 
its services for seniors in Westchester, 

Dutchess, and Putnam counties. Pictured 
(L-R) John R. Ahearn, CEO of Field Hall 

Foundation; LSHV’s Chief Program 
Officer, Rachel Halperin; LSHV’s Chief 

Development Officer, Tom Gabriel; and 
Joanne Sirotkin, Attorney in Charge of 

LSHV’s White Plains Office.

LSHV’s CEO Barbara Finkelstein received 
the New York State Bar Association’s 

2018 Denison Ray Legal Services 
Program Director Award at the NYSBA 

Partnership Conference on October 3rd. 
Pictured (L-R) Edwina Frances Martin, 
Co-Chair of the President’s Committee 

on Access to Justice; Barbara Finkelstein; 
and Sergio Jimenez, Chair of the 

Committee on Legal Aid

LSHV’s Chief Development Officer 
Tom Gabriel was named Fundraising 

Professional of the Year by the 
Association of Development Officers 
(ADO) on March 6th. Pictured (L-R)  

Julie Sootin, Executive Director of ADO, 
and Tom Gabriel. 

LSHV is excited to 
announce that we have 
opened a new office in 
Goshen and expanded 
our Peekskill office in 
Northern Westchester.
LSHV opens new office in Goshen

In February of 2019, LSHV opened a new 
office in Goshen, to better serve residents 
of Orange and Sullivan Counties. The office 
is currently staffed with an Attorney in 
Charge, five attorneys, and two paralegals.

Peekskill Office changes location

Over the past year, the Peekskill Office has 
almost doubled in size. To accommodate 
the growing staff, the office moved into 
a larger suite on the second floor of the 
building in March of 2019. The office 
is currently staffed with an Attorney 
in Charge, seven attorneys, and three 
paralegals.

Goshen Office
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Another Record-Setting Evening! Legal Services of the Hudson 
Valley’s 2019 Equal Access to Justice Dinner raises over $550,000 to provide legal services 
to Hudson Valley children and families

Top left: Emcee Bobby Valentine; Top right: (L-R): Timothy Murphy, Mastercard International Incorporated; Julie Kinch, HEINEKEN USA; Russell Yankwitt, Yankwitt LLP; Vanessa Kaye 
Watson, Mastercard International Incorporated; Barbara Finkelstein, LSHV’s CEO; Bobby Valentine, Emcee; Christopher Cabanillas, Cabanillas & Associates, P.C.; John M. Flannery, 
Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP; and Paul Adler, Rand Commercial; Bottom left: (L-R): Westchester County District Attorney Hon. Anthony J. Scarpino, Jr., with LSHV 
Board Chair Alfred Donnellan of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP; Bottom 2nd from left: (L-R): 2019 Access to Justice Award Honoree Julie Kinch, Senior 
Vice President & Chief Legal Officer at HEINEKEN USA, with 2019 Dinner Co-Chair Russell Yankwitt; Bottom 2nd from right: (L-R): 2019 Dinner Co-Chair Christopher Cabanillas with 
Mastercard International Incorporated’s General Counsel, Timothy Murphy, and Senior Managing Counsel, Franchise, Public Policy, Compliance & New Customer Types, Vanessa 
Kaye Watson, accepting the 2019 Access to Justice Award on behalf of Mastercard’s Law, Franchise & Integrity Group; Bottom right: (L-R): LSHV Board Member Paul Adler of Rand 
Commercial with 2019 Access to Justice Award Honoree John M. Flannery, Regional Managing Partner, Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP

On Tuesday, April 9th, Legal Services of the 
Hudson Valley (LSHV) hosted its 2019 Equal 
Access to Justice Dinner. The Access to 
Justice Award honorees included John 
M. Flannery, Esq., former LSHV Board 
Member and Regional Managing Partner 
of Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & 
Dicker LLP; Mastercard’s Law, Franchise 
& Integrity Group; and Julie Kinch, Esq., 
Senior Vice President & Chief Legal Officer 
at HEINEKEN USA. 

The record-setting event, which sold out 
for the third year in a row, was held at 
the Doral Arrowwood in Rye Brook and 
gathered almost 500 businesses and 
individuals in support of LSHV’s efforts to 
provide free civil legal services to children 
and families throughout the Hudson Valley. 
The event, co-chaired by Christopher 
Cabanillas of Cabanillas & Associates, P.C. 

and Russell Yankwitt of Yankwitt LLP, 
raised over $550,000! 

During the event, Major League Baseball 
Legend Bobby Valentine, who served as 
Emcee and Auctioneer, led a Fund-a-Need 
that raised more than $120,000.

Longtime partners and supporters, 
DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Wise 
& Wiederkehr, LLP and Mastercard 
Incorporated International, were the 
Presenting Sponsors. In addition, the event 
received support from: Diamond Sponsors – 
Boies Schiller Flexner LLP; Weil, Gotshal & 
Manges LLP; and Wilson Elser Moskowitz 
Edelman & Dicker LLP; Platinum Sponsors 
– Cabanillas & Associates, P.C.; HEINEKEN 
USA; Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler 
LLP; Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 
Garrison LLP; PepsiCo; Quinn Emanuel 
Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP; and Gold 

Sponsors – Cadwalader, Wickersham 
& Taft LLP; Collier Halpern & Newberg, 
LLP; FUJIFILM Holdings America Corp.; 
Kasowitz Benson Torres LLP; and  
MBIA Inc.

CEO Barbara Finkelstein summed up 
the importance of LSHV’s services, saying, 
“At LSHV our work impacts the most 
basic necessities of life, and our most 
important goal is to ensure that vulnerable 
households don’t lose their homes, health 
care, food and subsistence income. With 
no general right to counsel in civil matters, 
low income and vulnerable individuals 
continue to flock to LSHV for help when 
facing civil legal matters affecting basic 
human needs. In more than 70% of civil 
cases and 98% of eviction cases, people 
who can’t afford legal representation end 
up going to court alone – and many lose 
everything.” 
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Left: (L-R): Dr. Hal Teitelbaum, Founder, Managing Partner and Chief Executive Officer, Crystal Run Healthcare; Jeffrey 
Feldman, Founding Partner, Feldman, Kleidman, Coffey, Sappe & Regenbaum; Rachel Saunders, Esq., Attorney in 
Charge of LSHV’s Poughkeepsie Office. Right: (L-R): Dr. Lisa Kaul, Director, Office of Community-Engaged Learning at 
Vassar College; Dr. Elizabeth Howe Bradley, President, Vassar College; Rachel Saunders, Esq., Attorney in Charge of 
LSHV’s Poughkeepsie Office

(L-R): John Rusk, Esq., Partner, Rusk Wadlin Heppner & 
Martuscello, LLP; LSHV’s Attorney-in-Charge, Kingston, 
Lauren Sheeley; Dr. Alan Roberts, President, SUNY Ulster.

(L-R): LSHV’s Sarah Maida, Attorney in Charge, Goshen 
Office and Rachel Simons, Attorney in Charge, Newburgh 
Office

(L-R): Honorees Kellyann Kostyal-Larrier of Safe Homes 
of Orange County; Maureen Crush of Crush & Varma Law 
Group P.C.; and Ita Rahilly of RBT CPAs, LLP.

Proceeds from the Partners 
in Justice Receptions 
support LSHV’s work on 
behalf of children and 
families in the Mid-Hudson 
Valley. 

Thank you to all of the 
Honorees, Sponsors, 
Honorary Event Committee 
Members, Patrons and 
Friends who made these 
successes possible!

Dutchess Partners in Justice

The 5th Annual Dutchess Partners in Justice Reception was held on Thursday, 
September 20th, 2018 and honored Dr. Elizabeth Howe Bradley, President, and  
Vassar College, as “Champion of Justice” and Feldman, Kleidman, Coffey, Sappe  
& Regenbaum as “Advocate for Justice.” Almost 175 people attended the networking 
reception at Locust Grove Estate in Poughkeepsie.

Ulster Partners in Justice 

LSHV hosted its 2nd Annual Ulster 
Partners in Justice Reception on 
the rescheduled date of Wednesday, 
December 19th, 2018 at Stonehedge 
in West Park. The event honored Rusk 
Wadlin Heppner & Martuscello, LLP 
as “Champion of Justice” and Dr. Alan 
Roberts, President and SUNY Ulster 
as “Advocate for Justice.” Approximately 
100 people attended the event. 

Orange & Sullivan Partners in Justice 

On Tuesday, May 21st, 2019, LSHV held its 3rd Annual Orange & Sullivan Partners 
in Justice Reception at Newburgh Brewing Company. The event honored Maureen 
Crush, Esq. and Crush & Varma Law Group P.C. as “Champion of Justice,” and Kellyann 
Kostyal-Larrier, Executive Director and Safe Homes of Orange County, and RBT CPAs, 
LLP, as “Advocates for Justice.” The event welcomed almost 160 people.

Growing Support in the  
Mid-Hudson Valley
Over the past several years, we have increased our engagement efforts in the  
Mid-Hudson Valley counties of Dutchess, Orange, and Ulster, in order to raise 
awareness of the services we offer and to attract support for our operations. 
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Financials

Legal Services of the Hudson Valley & Affiliate  
Revenue & Expense 
Year ending December 2018

Revenue % of Total

Interest on Lawyer Account  1,356,669 8%

Legal Services Corporation 1,868,595 11%

City & County Funding  3,124,065 18%

NYS Grants 3,565,115 20%

NYS Office of Court Administration 5,074,843 29%

Other Federal Funding 534,643 3%

Private Funding 1,027,266 6%

Donated Services 1,061,771 6%

Interest & Other Revenue (15,097) 0%

Total 17,597,870 100%

Expenses

Program 15,001,684 85%

Core Mission Support * 2,556,810 15%

Total 17,558,494

Expenses
Program 

15,001,684

Core Mission Support * 
2,556,810

Note: Interest & Other Revenue includes Investment 
returns and unrealized stock loss and expenses.

This statement covers both Legal Services of the Hudson 
Valley and its affiliate, Hudson Valley Justice Center.

For a copy of our audited financial statements for the 
year ended December 31, 2018 please visit our website or 
contact us at 914-949-1305 ext 175.

*Management, General Admin, and Fundraising
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Thank You to  
Our 2018 Supporters!
The list below includes supporters making private contributions in 2018. Names have been listed alphabetically in 
categories by cumulative giving for the year. Every effort was made to ensure the accuracy and integrity of this list,  
but there may be inadvertent errors. We apologize for any mistakes in recognition. 

$100,0000 or more
The Dyson Foundation

$99,999 to $25,000
Anonymous Donor (1)
Bleakley Platt & Schmidt, LLP
Boies Schiller Flexner LLP
DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Wise &  
 Wiederkehr, LLP
Alfred and Rosella Donnellan / DelBello Donnellan  
 Weingarten Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP
Erik Haas / Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
The George Link, Jr. Foundation, Inc.
Vanessa Kaye Watson / Mastercard Incorporated  
 International
Nelida Lara-Garduno / DelBello Donnellan  
 Weingarten Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP
William Marsillo and Amy Busa / Boies Schiller  
 Flexner LLP 
Mastercard Incorporated International
David and Katherine Moore Family Foundation
Frances Pantaleo and Robert Freedman / Bleakley  
 Platt & Schmidt, LLP
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Courtney Rockett / Boies Schiller Flexner LLP
United Way of the Dutchess-Orange Region
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP 

$24,999 to $10,000
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Christopher Cabanillas / Cabanillas & Associates, P.C.
Cabanillas & Associates, P.C.
The Thomas and Agnes Carvel Foundation
Entergy Services, Inc.
The George Link, Jr. Charitable Trust
MBIA Foundation
Stephen Neuwirth / Quinn Emanuel Urquhart &  
 Sullivan, LLP
PepsiCo, Inc.
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP
Sidney and Linda Rosdeitcher / Paul, Weiss, Rifkind,  
 Wharton and Garrison LLP
St. Faith’s House Foundation
Russell Yankwitt / Yankwitt LLP
Yankwitt LLP

$9,999 to $5,000
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
Community Works at Vassar College
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Feldman, Kleidman, Coffey, Sappe & Regenbaum LLP
John and Susan Flannery / Wilson Elser Moskowitz  
 Edelman & Dicker LLP
Eric Gordon / Keane & Beane, P.C.
Marc and Diane Greenwald
William Harrington
Jonathan Harris and Vera Mastey / MBIA Inc.
Jackson Lewis P.C.
Keane & Beane, P.C.
Joshua and Andrea Kimerling / Cuddy & Feder LLP
Klock Kingston Foundation

Jonathan Kozak and Deborah McFarland / Jackson  
 Lewis P.C.
Thomas Lalla, Jr.
MBIA Inc.
McCabe & Mack LLP 
Mutual of America
New York Bar Foundation
The Esmond Nissim Foundation, Inc.
Ralph E. Ogden Foundation, Inc.
David and Joan Posner / McCabe & Mack LLP
PCSB Foundation
The Keith & Tina Roche Family Charitable Fund
The Rock Family Foundation
RoeCo
Jeannette F. Schlobach Fund of the Community  
 Foundations of the Hudson Valley
Justin Sher / Sher Tremonte LLP
Sher Tremonte LLP
Sterling National Bank
United Way of Ulster County
Vassar College
Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP 

$4,999 to $2,500
ABC Properties
Paul & Mary Adler Charitable Fund for Good
Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation
Sean and Maja Brady / Clarfeld Financial Advisors,  
 LLC
Central Hudson Gas and Electric
Clarfeld Financial Advisors, LLC
Cuddy & Feder LLP
Dentons US LLP
Farber, Pappalardo & Carbonari
Tom Gabriel and Janine Prete
Greenwald Davidson Radbil PLLC
Health Quest Systems, Inc.
Jacobowitz & Gubits, LLP
Kathy Marks
Morgan Lewis & Bochus LLP
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Lucille and Steven Oppenheim
People’s United Community Foundation
Proskauer Rose LLP
The Rollins Agency
Rusk Wadlin Heppner & Martuscello, LLP
David and Dianne Stern
UPS Foundation
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

$2,499 to $1,000
Alix Partners LLP
Analytic Focus LLC
Eli Basch
Basch & Keegan LLP
BenefitMall
Andrea Bernier
Bretton Oaks Capital Management
Catholic Charities Community Services of Orange &  
 Sullivan
Cerussi & Spring, P.C.
Citrin Cooperman & Company
Michelle Cohen

Richard Cohen
Alejandro Cruz
Kenneth David
Denlea & Carton LLP
Eclipse Contracting Corp.
Enea, Scanlan & Sirignano, LLP
Jonathan Engel
Marjorie Feder
John Feerick and Emalie Platt Feerick
Finkelstein, Blankinship, Frei-Pearson & Garber, LLP
Jeremiah Frei-Pearson / Finkelstein, Blankinship,  
 Frei-Pearson & Garber, LLP
Bruce and Dana Freyer
FUJIFILM Holdings America Corporation
Gannett Foundation / Poughkeepsie
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
William Glew / Entergy Services, Inc.
Goetz Fitzpatrick LLP
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Nicholas Groombridge and Kimberly Conner
Rachel and Jason Halperin
Andrew Herz
Geoffrey Horn
Iona Preparatory School
The Kensico Cemetery
Michael Kraft
Lakeland Bank
David Allen and Myra Loewenstein
Lowey Dannenberg Cohen & Hart
Aaron Marks
Timmian Massie and Peter Clark
Jean McGovern
Gerard McGowan
Richard Menaker and Faith Ritchie
Nixon Peabody LLP
Oliver North
Steven Obus
Orange & Rockland Utilities, Inc.
Orange Regional Medical Center
Kimberly Osgood
Robert Osgood
Amy Paulin and Ira Schuman
Irving and Sharon Picard
Yvonne & Leslie Pollack Family Foundation
The Raffiani Family Foundation
Rakow Commercial Realty Group
Rhinebeck Bank
Diana Russo
Norman and Nancy Sheer
Ellen Siev Belson
Loretta Spence
Senator Stephen M. Saland Legacy Fund of the  
 Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley
SUNY Ulster
Ulster County Community Grants Fund of the  
 Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley
Walden Savings Bank
Walsh & Amicucci LLP
Weissman Family Foundation, Inc.
Westchester Women’s Bar Association
Ian and Rochelle Charitable Gift Fund
YourCause LLC Trustee for Mastercard International  
 Incorporated
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$999 to $500
Anonymous Donor (3)
Mark Alcott
The ARC of Ulster-Greene
Ashokan Wealth Management
Peter Bassano
Marjorie Berman
J. Frank and Susan Brown
Carol Buckler
Barbara Campbell
Anthony Carpentieri
Priscilla Chaclin
Andrea Cohen
Day Seckler LLP
Mylan Denerstein / Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Michael Diz
Empire State Bank, N.A.
Benjamin and Laura Pridham Feder
Jeffrey and Rona Feldman
Ferguson Cohen LLP
Barbara Finkelstein and Sean Delany
Finkelstein & Partners LLP
Timothy Fisher and Nancy Johnston
Wilbur Foster
John Gitlitz and Patricia Lee
The Goodman-Lipman Family Foundation, Inc.
Joshua Greenblatt
Joseph Halprin
Bernard and Shirley Handel Foundation Donor  
 Advised Fund
Christopher Harold
David Henkoff and Randy Stevens
Edward Hill
Scott Horton and Carol Henderson
IBM Employee Charitable Contribution Campaign
Matthew Kaplan
Maureen Keegan
Dennis Kenny
Sarmad and Anjella Khojasteh
Kirkland & Ellis LLP 
Dennis Kremer
Gary and Lydia Kris
Kvistad Foundation/Woodstock Chimes Fund
Glenn Loomis
John Manley
Thomas Mansiero
Kathy McFarland
Janis & Alan Menken Charity Fund
Jennifer Mitchell and David Szuchman
Edward Murphy and Ann-Ellen Hornidge
The Naccarato Insurance Agency, Inc.
Roger Napoleon
Robert Neary
The New York Community Trust
David Newberg
John and Jean Nonna
Northern Trust
Orange Bank & Trust Company
RBT CPAs
Suzette Recinos
Paul D. and Joyce B. Rheingold Family Foundation
Gary and Christa Ring
Rivkin Radler LLP
Stephen Rogowsky
Steven Rosenberg
Scalise & Hamilton LLP
The Warren and Florence Sinsheimer Foundation,  
 Inc.
Joanne Sirotkin
Tel-Management
The Trataros Law Firm PLLC
Linda Trummer-Napolitano
Wallkill Valley Federal Savings & Loan Association
Gretchen Walsh and John Parauda
Steven and Rachel Korn Wasserman
Wendy Weathers

Sanford Weisburst
Westchester County Association
White Plains Hospital
Anne White
Lawrence Wolf
Ralph Wood
Bruce Yannett
YourCause LLC Trustee for PepsiCo
Zarin & Steinmetz

$499 to $250
Anonymous Donor (4)
Access Supports for Living
Christi Acker
Leonard and Helen Andrew
Elyse Arnow Brill and Joshua Arnow
Ann Barbera
Didi Barrett
Dawn Bennett Ladenheim and Mitchell Ladenheim
Suzanne Berger
Charles and Susan Biener
Andrew Billinghurst
Paul Bird and Amy Parsons
David Blumenthal
Jacqueline Botwinick
John and Elizabeth Bradley
Reed Brodsky / Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Frank and Vera Brown
Stephanie Burns
Wendy Bush Lyons
Robert Butts
Cane and Boniface, P.C.
Allan Carlin
Jay Carlisle
Catholic Charities Community Services/Dutchess  
 County
Catskill Hudson Bank
Craig Cepler
J. Peter Collins
Linda and Charles Collins
Community Action Partnership for Dutchess County
John and Katharine Wilson Conroy
Corbally Gartland and Rappleyea LLP
Lee Corbin
Stephen Crane
Dorf & Nelson LLP
Thomas and Janet Duggan
Dutchess Community College
Empire Strategic Planning
David Evan
David Everett
Family Services, Inc.
Richard and Marjory Fiorile
Firmbach & Firmbach CPA’s
Howard Gerber

William Giacomo
William Greenawalt
Hal Greenwald
Guardian Self Storage
James Hallowell / Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union
Hudson Valley Investment Advisors, Inc.
JENLOR International LLC
The Kelsey Company
James Kobak and Carol Johnson Kobak
Rachel and Peter Kushel
Robert Laufer
Legal Shred (AKA “HV Shred, Inc.)
John Leonard
Gary Levine and Susan Htoo
Kate and Michael Lombardi
Mary Lunt
Marist College
Randy Mastro / Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Andrea McArdle
Katherine Moloney and David Steinberg
Mutual of America Foundation
Irma and Warren Nimetz
Jamie O’Connell
O’Connor & Partners, PLLC
Orange Bank & Trust Company
Pace Women’s Justice Center
Geoffrey Picket
Praxair, Inc.
Price Chopper’s Golub Foundation
Ita Rahilly
Gil Raviv
Jennifer Rearden / Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Michael Ridge
Jason and Nancy Robinson
Patrick Rohan
Rondout Legal Services
Tara Rosenblum and Joe Apicella
Rosenthal & Markowitz, LLP
Eric and Laurie Roth
Russo Propane Inc.
Salisbury Bank and Trust Company
Catherine Samuels
Michael Schiliro
Robert Serio / Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Shamberg Marwell Hollis Andreycak & Laidlaw, P.C.
Elizabeth Shollenberger
Lauren Shy
SMI Court Reporting
Karen and Nevill Smythe
Sobo & Sobo, LLP
St. Luke’s Cornwall Hospital
Tracy Stein and Marco Masotti
Eric Stock / Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
The Law Office of Richard A. Stoloff
SUNY New Paltz
George Switnicki
Lawrence Sykes
Alicia Tallbe
Elliot and Cheryl Tetenbaum
Thomas, Drohan, Waxman, Petigrow & Mayle, LLP
Jeff and Lucy Udell
Ulster Federal Credit Union
Colin Underwood and Reiko Tanese
Vanguard Group Staffing, Inc.
Robert and Joan Walder
Jeffrey and Allison Wintner
Worker Justice Center of New York

$249 and below
Anonymous Donor (14)
Christopher Acosta
Action Towards Independence
Arsallan Akram
Daniel and Mary Angiolillo
Jane Aoyama-Martin
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Francis Apicella
Alan Appelbaum
Babiarz Court Reporting
James Ballan and Elise Wagner
The Bank of Greene County Charitable Foundation
Timothy Banoff
Spencer and Ronnie Barback
Nick and Evelyn Beilenson
Gerard Beldock
Richard and Anne Bentzen
Lynn Bernstein
Joseph Bial
Alan Binger
Janet Blake
Kathleen Bloom
Joel Bovell
Robert Braumuller
Collette Briody
Phaedra Britt
Steven and Doreen Brockett
William Bronner and Nancy Bloomgarden
Joseph and Sue Browdy
Erika Brown Lee
Christopher Burdick
Robert Butts
Wendy Byfield
Christopher Cahill
Kevin Cahill
Helen Callaway
Robert Camera
John and Walda Cameron
Victor Cannistra
Michael and Nancy Cardozo
Nancy Carmichael and Michael Washburn
Rafael Castillo
The Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse
Martin and Eleanor Charwat
The Chazen Companies
Toni-Marie Ciarfella and Mark Searle 
Lynn Cione
Bruce and Debbie Clark
Andrew Cohen
Doug Colety
JuliaAnn Colt
Community Foundation of Orange and Sullivan
Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley
Composite Printing
Ilene Cooke
Francesca Corbacho
Peter Cordovano
Jane Cottrell
Brian Cousin
Seanne Crozier
Crush & Varma Law Group PC
Crystal Run Village
John Cullen
Patricia Curthoys
Nina Decker
John DeGasperis
Kassondra Delpozzo
George Deluca
Judy and Ira Dembrow
William and Celia Dentzer
Angela DePaolo
Denina DePool
Alfred DePrado
Carolyn Deslandes
Nancy Devore
Michael Diederich
Joseph DiSalvo and Joanne Baecher
Kevin Dowd
Kristin Doyle
Brian Drabkin
Drake Loeb, PLLC
Philip Dropkin
James Dugan

Dutchess County Commission on Human Rights
Pamela Dwyer Stockton and John Stockton
Rebecca Edwards
Lauren Enea
Candace Engelhardt 
Martin and Joan Engelhardt
Jill Faber
Thomas Farrell
LizSandra Feliciano
Alfred Feliu and Susan Hobart
Jay Fenster
Anthony Ferone
Stephan and Rachelle Filipek
Paul Fine
Robert Fink
Harry and Eve Cole First
Donald Fleishaker
Eugene Fleishman and Judith Elkin
Richard Forbes
Reed Forbush
Joseph and Pamela Forestire
Peter and Anne Forman
Joanna Frang
Elizabeth Frankel
The Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Firm
Darren Gabel
Janie Gaer
Susan Galvao
Dana Garrett and Dave Butz
Laurence and Jane Garrick
Joyce and Joseph Gelb
Andrea Gellen
Michael and Barbara Gerrard
Getman, Sweeney & Dunn
Theresa Giacomo
Stephen and Barbara Gilbert
Quenten Gilliam

Patrick and Geraldine Gilmartin
Peter Giuntini
Giving Assistant
William and Jean Goebelbecker
Dean Goldberg
Deborah Goldberg
Marc Stuart Goldberg LLC
Ron and Robin Goldberg
Sandra Goldberg
Robert Goldstein
Judy Gonzalez
Ayana Gordon
Grace Smith House
Richard Greenblatt
Jay Greenfield
Erin Grogan
Kimberly Guere and Joseph Costabile

Sonny and Kathy Hagendorf
Law Offices of Michel P. Haggerty
Larry Haines
Mark Hammond
Kathleen Hanlon
Wayne Heller
Daniel Heppner
LaTonya Heyward
Louise Hingul and Barbara Cerillo
Andrew Hoffman
John Hood
Kristy Horaz
Shari Hubner
Hudson Valley Community Services
Hudson Valley House of Hope
Hudson Valley LGBTQ Center
Douglas and Jeanne Hunt
Independent Living, Inc.
Stella Isaza Law Office
James Jackson
Jackie Jakab
Yves Jean
Jeff Bank
Amber Jeunegens
Jewish Family Service of Orange County
Rachel Johnson
Anne Jordan-Duffy
Stuart and Ellen Kahan
Emily Kahn
Tim Kane
Jesse Kantor
Laura Kaplan
Andrew Katell and Stephanie Low
Don Katt
Arlene Katz
David Katz and Cecilia Absher
The Law Offices of Jonathan D. Katz
Nancy and Joseph Keefe
Richard Keller-Coffey
Geoffrey Kent
Key Bank
Chantal Khalil
Kingston Housing Authority
William and Susan Kinnally
Louis Klein
Michael and Marianna Kohler
Michael Kolb
Jonathan Kolbrener
Jay Konigsberg
Sandra Koss Kurtz
Law Offices of Ronald S. Kossar
Sarah Kramer-Harrison
Douglas and Alice Kraus
Deborah Kucewicz
Irene Kurlander
John LaCava
Reginald Lafayette
Diane Lapson
Peter Larkin
Patricia Lattanzio
Paul Laveroni
Luz Ledesma
Richard Lentino
Edwin and Judith Leonard
Richard Leone
Kim Letus
Levine & Montana
Geoff Lewis
Jonathan Lichter
Jennifer Lofaro
Alan Lomita
James Lonergan
Bain Loucks
Andrea Lurie
Kathleen Lyons
Samantha Lyons
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New  
Client 
Video!

Susan and Diego are two 
former clients who were 
facing unlawful evictions 
and had to fight to stay 
in their homes. We are so 
grateful to them for sharing 
their stories.

Sharon Lyons
Louis and Susan Maggiotto
Mainetti & Mainetti, P.C.
Raina and Leon Maissel
Cora Mallory-Davis
Julie Maner
Mary Ellen Manley
Tom Mansfield
Yuval Marcus
Laura Markson
James Marmon
Gayle Martin
Jeffrey Martin
Maternal-Infant Services Network (MISN)
William Mattessich
Laurie Matthews
Joan McCarthy
Mary Pat McCarthy
Robert and Susan McConekey
Thomas McEnerney and Carol Zerbe Hurford
Dona McKee
Peter Meisels
Mental Health Association in Orange County, Inc.
Carmen Messina
Mid-Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union
Mid-Hudson Women’s Bar Association
Anthony Mignone
Susan Miller
Chizuko Mitsumoto
Carol Morgan
Edward Morgan
Mickey and John Morgano
Mary Morgasen
Christopher Morris
Lawrence Morrison
Camille and Joseph Murphy
Raymond Murphy
Norman Nadel and Sandra Forster
Michael and Claudia Neary
Network for Good
The New Kalman Sunshine Fund, Inc.
New York Civil Liberties Union
John Nolon
Novick, Edelstein, Lubell, Reisman, Wasserman &  
 Leventhall, P.C.
Steven Nussbaum
Anna Nuzzolese
Judith O’Neill
Robert Onofry
Suzi Oppenheimer
Orange County Human Rights Commission
Orange County NY Arts Council
Adrienne Orbach and Regina Colangelo
Ostertag O’Leary Barrett & Faulkner
Robert L. Ostertag
Caroline Parker
Camille Parkinson

Christine Patneaude-Krahulik
Veronica Peccia
Hector Pena
Evelyn Pepe
Georgina Perez
Karen Peters
Norma Pizzini
Walter and Yvette Plotch
Maria Polanco
Richard Portale
Nina Postupack and Alice Lawlis
Harold Pressberg
Anthony Radin
Sarah Rakov
John Ramos
Regional Economic Community Action Program, Inc.  
 (RECAP)
Rehabilitation Support Services, Inc.
Donald Reinhardt
Kim Reisler
Michael Reisman
Resource Center for Accessible Living (RCAL)
Rita Rich
Lauren Ricketts Maitland
Beverly Riddick
Joan Ritter
Martha Roberge
James Robertson
Adam Rodriguez
Hadley Roe and Mary Lee Fox Roe
Tony Roman
Martin and Roberta Ronan
Rondout Savings Bank
Howard Rosen
William Rosen
Sandi and Dan Rosenbaum
Herbert and Janet Rosenberg
Steven and Joan Rosenfeld
Elizabeth Rossi
Rounds & Rounds, Attorneys at Law
Royal Carting Service Company
Ernest Rubenstein
Nancy Rudolph
RUPCO
Joseph Russo
William Ryan
Joel Sachs
Sacred Heart Parish Outreach
Melvin Satchell
Anthony and Eleanor Scarpino
Dean and Louise Scher
Erica Scher 
Martin Schwartz
Dorothy Scott
Stephen Shane
Molly Shanley
Patricia and Perry Sheldon

Jeffrey Sherwin
Clare Sherwood and Henry Cohn
Vivian Shevitz
Norman Sissman
Brandon Sklar
Ross Solomon
Laurence Sorkin
Michael Stanton
Beatrice Rocca Stein and Jeffrey Stein
Hannah Stein
Tracy Stein
Brian Sten
H. Malcolm and Susan Stewart
Andrea Stewart-Cousins
Strauss & Kallus PLLC
Eric Suben
Kathryn Sutton
Clinton Swett
Hedda Szmuk
Taconic Resources for Independence
Allison Tam
Teahan & Constantino, LLP
Oren Teicher and Alison Greene
Temple Beth-El Rabbi Fund
Laci Texter
Kenneth and Lori Theobalds
Kelly Thompson
John Tomlin
Patricia Tostanoski
Gary Trachten
Peter Trimarchi
Jacqueline Tynes
Victor Ugolyn
Ulster County Regional Chamber of Commerce  
 Foundation
Lawrence and Pauline Ungar
Jose Valette
Caroline Van Ryn
John Van Sickle
Richard Vercollone
Sylvie Vermeersch
Jessenia Vitale
Marc Wachtell
Joseph Waggoner
Craig Walker
Karen Walsh
William Wertheim
Donald Williams
Jonathan and Lovisa Williams
Samuel Wilson
Heidi Winslow
Raymond and Laura Wong-Pan
Kate Woodrow
Steven Young
Daniel and Michele Zenkel

See how LSHV’s attorneys kept them and their children from becoming 
homeless: https://youtu.be/RajaTL9XD3c.



Summer 2019 18

LSHV Adds Six to its Board of Directors, Promotes Five 
Staffers to Leadership Roles to Increase its Impact!
Alfred E. Donnellan, 
LSHV’s Board President 
and Managing 
Partner at DelBello 
Donnellan Weingarten 
Wise & Wiederker 
LLP, announced the 
addition of six new 
members to the 
organization’s Board of 
Directors. 

LSHV’s CEO Barbara 
Finkelstein, 
announced the staff 
promotions saying, 
“Lara, Sheeba, Shary, 
Sarah and Chris 
have been valuable 
members of our team 
for many years and we 
are thrilled that they 
will bring their unique 
backgrounds and skills 
to these new positions 
to further the mission 
of our agency.” 

Lara Kasper-
Buckareff was 
promoted to 
Program Director 
to assist the 
management team 
in addressing 
systemic legal 
issues affecting 
LSHV’s clients, 
procuring funding, 
contract oversight, 
and agency-wide 
programming, as 
well as oversee 
LSHV’s foreclosure 
prevention practice.

Sheeba Mathai 
was named LSHV’s 
first Chief Diversity 
Officer and will 
lead the agency’s 
initiatives around 
Diversity, Equity 
& Inclusion, in 
addition to her 
responsibilities as 
Attorney in Charge 
of LSHV’s Spring 
Valley Office.

Shary Enid 
Sanchez was 
named the first 
Attorney-in-Charge 
of LSHV’s newly 
expanded Peekskill 
Office, which 
serves Northern 
Westchester and 
Putnam County.

Sarah Maida 
was named the 
first Attorney in 
Charge of LSHV’s 
new Goshen 
Office, which 
opened this 
spring.

Christopher Oldi 
was promoted 
to Pro Bono 
Director, where 
he oversees the 
implementation 
and development 
of pro bono 
programs to 
engage volunteers 
in the agency. 

Sarmad M. Khojasteh is a 
partner at Kasowitz Benson 
Torres LLP focusing on complex 
commercial litigation in state 
and federal courts, and in 
proceedings before state and 
federal regulatory agencies. 

Kiara Taylor spent a decade as 
a Personal Bank Representative, 
before switching to healthcare 
and working as a Mental Health 
aide and a Practical Nurse.

Nelida Lara-Garduno is a 
partner in DelBello Donnellan 
Weingarten Wise & Wiederkehr, 
LLP’s Commercial Litigation 
practice group. 

Clifford S. Weber is General 
Counsel and Chief Risk Officer 
at PCSB Bank & PCSB Financial 
Corporation. Cliff has 30 years of 
experience representing banks, 
thrift holding companies, and 
other financial service providers in 
regulatory, corporate, securities, 
and transactional matters. 

Jane M. Sovern is an 
experienced higher education 
attorney who will be joining 
the New York City office of the 
law firm of Bond, Schoeneck & 
King. Prior to that, she served as 
Deputy General Counsel at CUNY 
for more than 20 years. 

Russell M. Yankwitt is Founder 
& Managing Partner of Yankwitt 
LLP, an elite trial and litigation 
firm. He has been on the New 
York Metro Super Lawyers list 
repeatedly since 2011 and on the 
Top 25 Westchester Lawyers list 
since 2013.
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Managing Partner, DelBello Donnellan 
Weingarten Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP
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Clarfeld Financial Advisors 

CHRISTOPHER R. CABANILLAS, ESQ. 
Founder and Principal, Cabanillas & 
Associates, P.C.

CORINNA M. CARRILLO

SARAH CHIANESE

JEREMIAH FREI-PEARSON, ESQ 
Founding Partner, Finkelstein, Blankinship, 
Frei-Pearson & Garber 

ERIC L. GORDON, ESQ. 
Partner, Keane & Beane, PC

PHILIP M. HALPERN, ESQ. 
Managing Partner, Collier Halpern & 
Newberg, LLP

JONATHAN C. HARRIS, ESQ. 
General Counsel and Secretary, MBIA Inc.

AMBER JEUNEGENS

SARMAD M. KHOJASTEH, ESQ. 
Partner, Kasowitz Benson Torres LLP

JONATHAN M. KOZAK, ESQ. 
Partner, Jackson Lewis P.C.

NELIDA LARA-GARDUNO, ESQ.  
Partner, DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Wise 
& Wiederkehr, LLP

WILLIAM D. MARSILLO, ESQ. 
Partner, Boies Schiller Flexner LLP

DAVID OWENS

JANE REMBERT-WIGFALL

NATHALIE RIOBE-TAYLOR

SIDNEY S. ROSDEITCHER, ESQ. 
Of counsel, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind,  
Wharton and Garrison LLP

JUSTIN M. SHER, ESQ. 
Founder & Managing Partner,  
Sher Tremonte LLP

JANE SOVERN, ESQ. 
Former Deputy General Counsel,  
The City University of New York 

KIARA TAYLOR 

KENNETH THOMPSON

CLIFFORD S. WEBER, ESQ. 
General Counsel, Chief Risk Officer, PCSB Bank 
& PCSB Financial Corporation

VANESSA KAYE WATSON, ESQ. 
Senior Managing Counsel, Franchise, Public 
Policy, Compliance & New Customer Types, 
Mastercard International Incorporated 

ANDREW WILLIAMS

RUSSELL M. YANKWITT, ESQ. 
Founder and Managing Partner, Yankwitt LLP

Board of Directors  
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Offices

Legal Services of the Hudson Valley
90 Maple Avenue, White Plains, NY 10601
(914) 949-1305
www.lshv.org

Westchester County
WHITE PLAINS (Main Office)  
90 Maple Avenue  
White Plains, NY 10601  
(914) 949-1305

YONKERS
30 South Broadway, 6th Floor  
Yonkers, NY 10701  
(914) 376-3757

MOUNT VERNON 
100 East First Street  
8th Floor, Suite 810  
Mt. Vernon, NY 10550  
(914) 813-6880

PEEKSKILL
One Park Place, Suite 202  
Peekskill, NY 10566
(914) 402-2192

Dutchess County
POUGHKEEPSIE
331 Main Street, 2nd Floor  
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601  
(845) 471-0058

Ulster County
KINGSTON 
550 Aaron Court  
Kingston, NY 12401  
(845) 331-9373

Orange County
NEWBURGH 
1 Corwin Court, Suite 102  
Newburgh, NY 12550  
(845) 569-9110

GOSHEN 
60 Erie Street
Goshen, NY 10924
(845) 495-4305

Rockland County
SPRING VALLEY 
7A Perlman Drive, 2nd Floor  
Spring Valley NY 10977  
(845) 476-3831

Sullivan County
MONTICELLO 
309 E. Broadway 
Monticello, NY 12701 
Monday-Friday, 10am-4pm 
(845) 569-9110, Ext. 200




